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We	all	know	VMWare	Products	are	always	on	top	of	the	list	for	your	virtualization	requirements.	But	you	can	use	the	base	ESXi	for	setting	up	a	simple	Virtualization	setup	with	a	single	PC	or	server.	For	example,	you	have	one	physical	server	and	you	want	to	create	multiple	virtual	machines	for	your	lab	setup;	there	are	multiple	choices	like	oVirt	or
KVM,	You	can	even	use	VirtualBox	but	you	need	an	Operating	System.	So,	you	can	also	consider	VMWare	vSphere	Hypervisor	(ESXi)	as	this	is	available	as	free	to	use;	means	we	can	simply	setup	a	lab	arrangement	with	that	but	not	a	production	grade	arrangement.	You	need	VMWare	vCenter	Server	for	a	full	vSphere	cluster	experience	and	this	is	a
licensed	software.	We	have	an	article	for	installing	VMWare	vCenter	Server	Appliance	(VCSA)	already	published	if	you	are	looking	for	a	reference.	So	in	this	guide,	we	will	learn	how	to	install	VMWare	vSphere	hypervisor	or	ESXi	on	a	physical	server.	You	can	download	VMware	vSphere	Hypervisor	trial	for	FREE	and	install	on	bare	metal	servers	or
workstations;	but	please	note,	this	will	be	a	single	node	cluster.	Subscribe	to	our	YouTube	Channel	Please	note,	this	demo	is	only	for	explaining	the	steps	to	cover	VMWare	vSphere	hypervisor	in	a	lab	or	test	environment.	You	must	consider	recommended	prerequisites,	architecture	and	configurations	for	production	level	clusters.	The	installation	is
simple	and	straightforward	and	no	special	arrangement	needed	for	a	lab	setup.	Step1.	Download	the	ESXi	Image	from	VMWare	website	Visit	the	url	and	find	the	version	you	are	planning	to	install.	Once	you	downloaded	ESXi	ISO	image,	make	sure	this	will	be	available	to	boot	for	your	workstation	or	bare	metal	server.	(If	you	can	access	over	network
or	virtual	media,	then	no	need	to	burn	a	CD	or	USB	boot)	Step	2.	Boot	from	ESXi	ISO	Image	I	have	my	bare	metal	server	configured	to	load	from	ISO.	For	this	demo,	I	am	mounting	it	as	Virtual	media	as	you	can	see.	So,	you	need	to	make	sure	it	will	boot	from	this	virtual	media	or	virtual	CD	room	when	reboot.	If	there	is	any	issue	to	boot	from	ISO,	we
can	override	the	boot	order	from	BIOS	or	from	the	boot	menu.	ESXi	ISO	will	load	the	content	and	will	show	an	installation	wizard	screen,	same	like	any	other	Operating	System	installation.	Step	3.	Install	Hypervisor	ESXi	Installation	screen	will	ask	to	accept	the	license	agreement	and	other	items.	Then	you	choose	the	Disk	to	be	used	for	installation;
make	sure	you	choose	the	correct	option	as	it	may	overwrite	the	disk.	Also	choose	the	correct	root	password	for	your	ESXi	OS.	Step4.	Configuration	of	ESXi	Once	loaded,	ESXi	home	screen	will	give	you	some	basic	information.	If	you	have	a	dhcp	server	running	in	the	same	network,	ESXi	host	will	try	to	get	a	dhcp	IP	from	that.	Otherwise,	you	will	have
the	option	for	configuring	a	static	IP	and	also	you	will	configure	other	details.	You	can	see	the	instructions	on	the	home	screen;	in	this	case	we	will	press	F2	to	customize	the	ESXi	host.	It	will	ask	for	the	root	password	and	you	need	to	enter	the	same	which	you	have	set	during	installation.	For	the	demo,	we	will	just	configure	the	network	only;	we	will
just	use	a	static	IP,	mask	and	DNS	details.	Then	we	will	press	F12	to	restart	the	ESXi	host	so	that	new	settings	will	be	applied.	Step5.	Verify	GUI	access	Once	rebooted	with	proper	network	configuration,	we	will	access	the	ESXi	host	via	web	browser.	Login	with	root	username	and	password.	So	now	you	can	see	the	items	Storage,	network	etc	from	a
GUI	screen.	We	will	test	the	ESXi	by	creating	a	new	Virtual	Machine.	Just	follow	the	standard	procedures	and	complete	the	virtual	machine	setup.	We	can	see	the	VM	console	for	verification;	yeah	since	we	don’t	have	an	ISO	to	try,	nothing	much	to	do	here.	You	can	easily	try	to	mount	an	ISO	to	this	VM	and	boot	up.	So	you	have	a	fully	functional
VMWare	vSphere	hypervisor	and	you	can	create	any	number	of	Virtual	machines	as	you	need;	yes	depends	on	your	CPU	and	Memory	resource.	Hope	you	got	some	basic	ideas	on	setting	up	a	VMWare	vsphere	hypervisor	or	ESXi.	Please	feel	free	to	add	questions	in	the	comment	box	and	I	will	try	my	best	to	reply	to	that.	VMware	ESXi	Installation	and
Setup	describes	how	to	install	and	configure	VMware	ESXi™.	At	VMware,	we	value	inclusion.	To	foster	this	principle	within	our	customer,	partner,	and	internal	community,	we	have	updated	this	guide	to	remove	instances	of	non-inclusive	language.	VMware	ESXi	Installation	and	Setup	is	intended	for	experienced	administrators	who	want	to	install	and
configure	ESXi.	This	information	is	written	for	experienced	Windows	or	Linux	system	administrators	who	are	familiar	with	virtual	machine	technology	and	data	center	operations.	The	information	about	using	the	Image	Builder	and	VMware	vSphere®	Auto	Deploy™	is	written	for	administrators	who	have	experience	with	Microsoft	PowerShell	and
VMware	vSphere®	PowerCLI™.	As	part	of	the	on-going	VMware	article	series,	earlier	we	discussed	about	VMware	virtualization	fundamentals,	and	how	to	install	VMware	Server	2.	In	this	article,	let	us	discuss	about	how	to	install	VMware	ESXi.	VMware	ESXi	is	free.	However,	the	software	comes	with	a	60	days	evaluation	mode.	You	should	register
on	VMware	website	to	get	your	free	license	key	to	come	out	of	the	evaluation	mode.	Once	the	ESXi	is	installed,	you	can	either	user	vSphere	Client	on	the	Direct	Console	User	Interface	to	administer	the	host.	VMware	ESXi	is	based	on	hypervisor	architecture	that	runs	directly	on	top	of	a	hardware	as	shown	below.	1.	Download	ESXi	server	Get	the
software	from	the	VMware	ESXi	download	page.	Following	are	the	various	download	options	available.	Select	“ESXi	4.0	Update	1	Installable	(CD	ISO)	Binary	(.iso)”	and	burn	a	CD.	ESXi	4.0	Update	1	Installable	(CD	ISO)	Upgrade	package	from	ESXi	Server	3.5	to	ESXi	Server	4.0	Update	1	Upgrade	package	from	ESXi	Server	4.0	to	ESXi	Server	4.0
Update	1	VMware	vSphere	Client	and	Host	Update	Utility	2.	VMware	VMvisor	Boot	Menu	Once	you	insert	the	ESXi	CD	and	reboot	the	server,	it	will	display	a	boot	menu	with	an	option	to	launch	“ESXi	Installer”	as	shown	below.	3.	VMware	ESXi	Installer	Loading	While	the	installer	is	loading	all	the	necessary	modules,	it	will	display	the	server
configuration	information	at	the	top	as	shown	below.	In	this	example,	I	was	installing	VMware	ESXi	4.0	on	a	Dell	PowerEdge	2950	server.	4.	New	ESXi	Install	Since	this	is	a	new	installation	of	ESXi,	select	“Install”	in	the	following	screen.	5.	Accept	VMware	EULA	Read	and	accept	the	EULA	by	pressing	F11.	6.	Select	a	Disk	to	Install	VMware	ESXi
VMware	ESXi	4.0.0	Installer	will	display	all	available	disk	groups.	Choose	the	Disk	where	you	would	like	to	install	the	ESXi.	It	is	recommended	to	choose	the	Disk0.	7.	Confirm	ESXi	Installation	Confirm	that	you	are	ready	to	start	the	install	process.	8.	Installation	in	Progress	The	installation	process	takes	few	minutes.	While	the	ESXi	is	getting
installed,	it	will	display	a	progress	bar	as	shown	below.	9.	ESXi	Installation	Complete	You	will	get	the	following	installation	completed	message	that	will	prompt	you	to	reboot	the	server.	10.	ESXi	Initial	Screen	After	the	ESXi	is	installed,	you’ll	get	the	following	screen	where	you	can	configure	the	system	by	pressing	F2.	In	the	next	article,	let	us	review
how	to	perform	the	initial	ESXi	configuration.	MyLibrary
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